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From the Editor

I hope you enjoy our Newsletter. We aim; with the
help of the Curator and his staff, to keep you
informed of the wide range of Hoseum acbtivities
and associated eventz 1n the area.¥You will be
aware of the Friends events for this year but as a
reninder they are given in the centre fold. I
would appreciate any commentz or ideas you may
have [or future newsletters.

Exric Horgan

COMMITTEE

Chairman Ellzabeth Cobbett
¥Yice-Chairman Blll Bellerby
Treasurer Tim Bryere
Secretary Harjorie Williams
S5o0cial events Pat Cousins
Editor Exic Horgan

HMatthew Alexander
Hrian Alerander-0tNail
Jennifer Powell
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Message from our Chairman

Cear Friends,

Welcome to our firat HNewsletter of the
Friends of Gulldfoxrd Museum, we have already had
pur first wvery successful soclal event fox
Hallow'een which entailed a Ghost Walk thzough the
Town followed by a jolly talk fram Matthew and
Ginger Cake wlth Mulled Wine In the Undercroft - a
happy time was had by all.

By now you will have &Geen our programms for the
forth comming year, we hope you will f£find things
in it to entertaln and amuse you - pleaze show
the programme to vour friends and encourage them
to Joln us
The committes wish you all a Bealthy and Joyous
Mew Year and we look forward to seeing you all at
the Jocial Evente.

Elizabeth Cobhett
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To become a member of the Friends of Guildforad
Huseum please send a chegue with the appropriate
subscription to Mt T.C,Bryars, Felends of
Gulldford Museum, 2 Southbury, Lawm REoad,
Guildford, GUZ 50D Subscription rates for 1995796
Individual £5: Family £10: Undex 1ld's £2:
Corporate £25: Individeal Lifte £100

Please make chegues payable to
FRIENDE OF GUILDFORD MUSELM
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Curator's Corner

UNDERCROFT

Friends may recall the mediaeval undercroft
opposlte the Angel Hotel which a year ago housed
the Tourist Information Centre(T.I.C.).Bullt in
about 1300, 1t would have been a semi-basement
shop to a timber—framed house above, which has not
survived, The well-cut masonry and cheerfully
grotesgue corbels where the vaulted arches meet
the walls have led English Heritage to describe
it as the finest such undercroft 1in England. In
April the T.I.C. havlng moved to Tunsgate, the
gndercroft was transferred to the Museumn.

It 1is intended to open the underczoft on a
limited basis during the taourist season, uslng
valunteers. The T.1.C. Eltting=s have been removed,
the museum will install a small, permanent display
on the hilstory of mediaeval Guildford in general
and the upndercroft in particular. There will be
models, a replica chest of the ¢tlme and a flgure
of a Guildford Herchant in contemporacy costume,

Friends will ke
inwvited to o
reception in the
undercroft when the
display iz
installed in the
Hew ¥Year. Anyone
who wonld 1like to
help as a steward,
on perhaps a
;. Saturday afternocon,
" I would be gratefuol
if they could get
" in touch with me.

Matthew Alexander,
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A CHAT FROM OUR SECRETARY

We were delighted to see nearly one hundred guests
at the launch of the FRIENDS at the ©Guildhall
last Hay which was followed by an Interesting
talk on the work of the British pAssoclation of
Museums glven by their secretary, Sue Draought.

The constitution was approved en July 3rd and
Rosie 8Scvers, secretary of the "Friends of
Godalming Museum™ gave ug some excellent tips for
fund ralsing. We then adjourned to Salters for a
preview of the Museumz exhibiticn "Guildfeord in
World War 11I%

On a very wet day In September many of you were
brave enough to attend 111 Williams talk and were
apply rewarded by her humour and knowledge of
Losely House.

On October 315t an original entertainment was
offered - a Halloween Celebraticn. After a ghost
walk membars descended into the seasonally
decorated mediaeval Undercroft where after glasses
of hot muzlled wine they heard a lecture on
ghoullsh happenings in old Guildford given by
Hatthew Alexander. Heedless to say this event wae
a sell-out.

Our main fund raleslng event of the year 1 the
Mediaeval Banguet on Harch Znd. Your £20 tlcket
will not only buy a hot meal, drinks and
entertalnment but will alsc help to replace the
very unreliable video equipment in the Huseum - =0
do come along and bring vour frilends.

Thank you for jolning the association for 1ts
flrsk year and I do hope you will not only renew
vour subscription in April but will alsp recruit
new members. Aparlk from helping the Huseum In 50
meEny wiys we hope you will endoy the prograome we
have arranged for you.

Marjorie Williams.
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GUILDFORD HUSEUM'S EXCAVATION UNIT

The Unit has its origins in John Boas coming Lo
BGuildford as & wvolunteer. After 30 years of work
in the building trade, and nearly 50 years
involvement in archaeology, John is ideally suited
for urban archaeclogy. HNearly all archaeclogy
involves rescuing sites threatened by building
work. Desplite the exlstence of a government
planning guideline, BPEG 16, most boilding
activity in Guildford is not monitored by offlclal
archaeologists. On his own initiative John began
watching bullding sltee in the town. This i=s
"where his familiarity with the building trade
comes in uwuseful. No matter what is stated in the
plans for a site, the reallty 1is nearly always
different and the site needs to be watched
regularly.

In the spring of 1331 John watched a site in
Tunsgate and made a most spectacular discovery of
@ pit f£1l1led with broken pottery and glass thrown
away when 1t was still serviceabls, arocund the
year 1700. Fortunately, Kevin Fryer, who was
working at the Museum as a catalpguer, was Ccoming
to the end of hlzs contract and could move an to
deal with the Tunsgate Einds. The Unit has evolved
from there, flnding and excavatlng site after site
in the town centre. All of the sites have glven us
new information about Guildford and all have now
been destroyed by the building work. BAs well as
salvaging what we can from sites we also take the
apportunity to record the standing structures.
This is miich easier to do when a property is
empty. ¥ particularly rewarding example of
recording a building was at 81, Iligh Jtreet, now
Clinton Cards, where we discovered a previouosly
unknown l2Zth century undercroflt.
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It lis very plain, with no wvaulting or moulded
stone but is a wvaluable addition to the growing
list of mediaeval bulldings in Guildfora.
Documentary research proved that the bullding
dabove ground was once the Swan Inn. At 149, High
Street lovely panclled rooms were Found inside a
timber-framed building which 1s completely hidden
by an early Victorian facade. fThere is also an
undercroft below thls shop, recorded by the
Guildford Group sSome yEars ago.

Less happy was the saga aof the Town Wharf, where
Thames Waler, who do not need planning perxmission
for their undertaklngs, dug a large deep hole and
destroyed a medilaeval waterfront. The Unit conld
only salvage timbers and pottery f£from the spoil
dumped further dJdownstream, This was a completely
unknown part of Guildford's hlstery and makes a
tremendous difforence to  our knowledge of the
past, but 1f a yvolunteer had not been keeping a
watchful eye on things we would have known nothing
aboult it. It is wvery sad that there are not
stricter laws to protect archaeology. At present
no-one is obliged to monitor building sites for
archacological remains but that is exactly what is
needed. It cannot be done by studying planning
appllcations and weighing up the likelihood of
there being archacological remains in the area.
Tha last few yocars have proved that there is oore
than enough work for a team of three, and yet
there is no proper funding. John and Kevin have
supported themselveas for much of the “tine,
supplemented sometimes by their expenses, paid
from donaticons. HNow the Borough Counncil is giving
a small grant, but it does not amount te even the
modest salary a professlonal archaeclogist is
entitled te &and we have no assurance 1t will be
paid each year. ([Continued bottom of pags 1y,
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Lvents February Lo May 1996
THURSDAY FEBRUARY Ist at 7.30pm. in the CUILDHALL

TICKETS £2
rInvestigating Guildford Castle™

A talk by Mary Alexander.Having worked aon the
medlaeval Court Holls for her H.A. thesis,; Hary is
nowWw continuing her stuedies for a PhoD. Apart from
her fascinating documenltary discoveries, Hary has
also been greatly invelved in the archaeclogy of
Guildford Castle.

SATURDAY Znd  MARCH AT 7.30pm, AT BURCHETT'S BARN

TICEETS E20
A Mediaeval Banguetb™

Don't miss the event of Lhe year — & banguel f£it
for a King. Let us take wvou back a few cenluries.
Relax to the sound of minstrels while weaches
BETVE the supper o the delighiful ftimbered
setting of Burchett's Barn suitably decorated for
the occaslon.

Wear "mediaeval® or normal dress as you plaaie.
Ample car parking.

B " -
--------------------------------------------------
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SUNDAY 14th APRIL AT 2 pm. AT SALTERS

"aA GGuildford HMystery Trail"

Deviged by Brian Alexander 0'Heil, a committee
member and commercial artist who designed oor

logo. This is suitable for all ages so please
bring wyour ghildren or grandchildren. 7Tea and
squash will be available afterwards. Collect

guestion sBheets at Zalters.

CHARGE S0P ON DAY - JUST TUHRH UP

THURSDAY 16th MAY

"k Coach Trip to Westerham and Squerryes Court”

Thia will be a full days oulting to this lovely
little town filled with antigue shops and little
regtaurants. On arrival we will ¥wisil Westerham
Church for a short guided tour and then you can
either eat vyour picnic on the green or visit one
of the local eating places or hostelries. After
Junch we will make tThe short Jjournev to Sguerrves
Court. This beautiful manor house built in 1681 is
the famlly home of Hr and Hes John Warde, The
family treasures on display include 18th century
English and 17th centary Dulch paintings,
furniture, percelain  and tapestries. Lovely
gardens with lake and dovecolbe. Cream tea in tThs
old libracy included.

The Safequard coach departs from Guildierd Park
Road Car Park at 10.30 a.m. or North St. opp
Library 10.40 a.m.

TICKETS El12.5%0 (includes coach, admission to

house, tea and grabuities}
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OTHER MEETINGS OF INTEREGT

At the Golildford Institute - Ward Btrest.
Jan 17th at 2-45pm. Unknown Surrey

February Tth at Z-45pm. Stuart Surrey

February 16th at 7-30pm. oir Edwin Lutyens and the
furrey style

A1l above meetings charged £2 ta non nenbers
—further information form the Institute {562142)

GUILDRORD MUSEUM'S RXCAVATION UMIT (Cont.)

If the Friends of Guildford MHuseum could raise
money for the Unit they would be doing a real
aservice to the history of Guildford, and 1f they
conld raise public awareness of the problem so
that offlcial actieon was taken, Gulildford could
berome a shining example of a borough which takes

its history serliounsly.

Marzy Alexander
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HUSEUM EXCAVATION UNIT AGAIN

At the invitation of Eguitable Life Insurance, the
Museum's Excavatlon Unlt were able to examine a
building in the High Street before planned
alterations taook place. From a vlsual examination
of the l1nteriocr John Beoas, Eevin Fryer and Mary
Alexander realised there were seme inexpllicable
height variations in the shop and an
unexplainable area behind the cellar.

John Boas drilled three holes through this wall
to rteveal a mediaeval chalk wall, includlng a
saction of dressed chalk blocks from a doorway
complete with iks erlglnal hinge. Following the
tedious task of removing 25 +tanrnes of looBe
rubble, which included fragments of early 13th
rentory pottery, the team revealed a 10 foot
square room which wlll prove a very wvaluable ald
to understanding the Town's mediasval life.

This 1s the first damestic room oF the period
that has been £found. Other vauvlied uvndercrofts
were intended as shops. On oppoelte walls are
plllasters £fxom the arched recesses of a blind
arcade with a chamfered stone ledge between them,
on the far wall, a flight of stone steps leads up
to ground level. Charred soil indicates there may
have been a fire which could have destroyed a
timber roof about 50 wyears afker the Toom was
built. It is thought that the room may have boen
abandoned at this time and f£llled ln. The upper
part being cut off 4 feet above the ground and the
rest filled with rubble. Despite 19th century
building above, the room has managed to hold on to
its secrets for nearly V00 years. |

English Heritage experts vislted the zroom Just
before Christmas and will advizse on how best tao
preserve the fabric.
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SURREY YOUNG ARCHAEOLOGISTS CLUB

The Surrey YAC is run  Jolntly by Guildford Huseum
and the furrey aArchaeclogical Soclety. It is open
to vyoung people between the ages of elght and
eighteen and meets once a month at 1l3a Castle
Street.

The Club is zun by the Assistant Curator ,3ue
Roggero as the Museum's representative, assisted
by Christine Hardman who ls employed by the J.A.3.
Kathleen Heedham provides invaluable help in the
office as membership secretary.

The meetlngs are generally divided into two, to
cater for the needs of both junier and senior
members. The majority of the membershlp is at
junior level, but we do have a gqrowing band of
keen senlors, some of whom are hoping to go on to
read archaeology at university.

The club offers a variety of experiences. 3IJone
spagions are practical or craft based. These are
very popular with the younger mnembers: mosale
making, wattle and dach, writing with gulll pens
and Medlaeval tile making are some of the recent
activities enjoyed by memberxs.

Trips toc other musevcms or historical Elteul are
another feature: Museum of Mowving Image, Science
Museum, Museum of the Iron Age,Bucklers Hard and
Beanlien are recent examples and next year we hope
ta wisit the "Whlte CLifEs Experience®™ in Dover.

Aut most of all the YAC's 1like to be ipvelved
with a dig. Real archaeology. Flnding thingas from
the past and processing them. They will wash pots
with a guste vndreamt of by the average parent who
has tried to get them to do the washing up.
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They also love to label, identify and, best of
all, =tick the blts together, as they did in
September; when finds from Farnborough Hill and
ather digs were made available to them.

Takling part inm the Castle Dlig In previous years
and,in 1935, the excitement of being in at the
start o0f excavations on the SAS5 dig with Steve
Dyer, made a bilg Impression. Several senior
mempmbers distinguished themselves there by their
aptitude in both excavation and finds processlog
and were given a special Club Award.

At Chrlstmas, there is a party or other
celebration: thils year a trip to the theatre. As
well as that, the members have the opportunity to
attend the Society of Antiguaries Christmas
Lecture at Burlington House in Piccadilly. Club
members are thus given the chance to hear a
distinguished archaeologist - last year Barry
Cunliffe - speaking directly to them. They are
also treated to an ecxcellent tea.

Hembers come from all over Surrey — the organisers
are often surprised at th distances some travel to
meetings - and membership recently has averaged
about eighty. Fortunately, they do not all choose
to come to every session. Usually thlroty to forty
will attend the Saturday sesslon.

If you would like any fourther information about
the Club, please contact Suwe or Christine at
Guildford Museum, and if you have a suggestion for
a4 session or lnteresting slte to wizit, they will
receive it gratefully.

Christine Hardman.
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MR and MRS PARSOM

Hr and Hrs Parson werse born at the beginning of
the elghteenth century and had a drapery shop in
the High 5t about where the entrzance to Tunsgate
Bguare now stands. One evening Mrs FPar¥rson was
examining the cellar when she thought part of the
floor sounded hollow. She sant the sexrvants to bed
and then late at night she and her husband
carefully examinad the cellar. They pulled up part
of the floor to reveal an arched vault below. They
never disclosed what they found in the vanlt but
the Cenptleman's Magazline for Hay 1799 reports that
fraom that moment their circumstances considerably
ioproved.

The Parzon'e had a daughter Sarah and two sons
Willlam and Henry. All worked in the shop. We know
little about Sarah apart that she appears to have
been the brains behind the business. After some
gixteen ¥years 1n the trade William and Henry
retired. This suggests that they had either been
very successful or alternatively perhaps thelr
parents had found something of wvalue under the
cellar floor. When Willlam died in 1799 at the age
of aeventy three, hisz estate was wvalued at
£50,000. The brothers 1lived in the Parish of
Stoke and had disecussed endowlng a Hogpital or
Home for Elderly. On Henry's death in 1792 it faell
to William to carry out the project and so in L1796
the Parson's Mospital in 8toke Road was completed
and s51x poor widows took up residence.
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The widows had to be of good character, nat less
than sixty years 1in age and to have been resident
in the ancient Parish of Stoke. They must also
obey the rules that William Parsone had prepared.
First of all he desired that they lived in a kind
and affectionate manner toawards one another and be
referred to as sisters. They wmust also attend
prayers at the Parish Church twice on Sundays and
prayers in thelr ewn chapel on Wednesdays and
Fridays otherwise they would be fined. The plsters
appointed pne of their own to be MHatron and it was
only she that was allowed to hold the key to the
Eront or garden gate. If any aof the other sistars
were found in possession of the key they could be
expeélled. In sommer the gate was apened at Tam.
and closed alt 8pw.{8am. and 6pm respectively in
winter). Indeed it was a seriacus ocffence not te
be in by closing time and for three such offences
one could be expelled. Helther were the =isters
allowed to entertain visitors at the Haspital.

From the outside the building looks much the same
today as when it was bullt. It is administered by
a trust and can now accommodate thirteen people
with each twesident having thelir osn living room,
bedzroom, kiltchen and bathroom.

The building will be 200 years nld in 1996.
Eric Morgan.
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FRIENDS SOCTAL EVENTS JAN-HAY 1996

PLEASE SEHD US/HE TICKETS FOR THE FOLLOWIRG EVEHNTE

i B tickets for let February GUILDFORD CASTLE
(Ho] Tutal{EZ 2ach) cscscrancnna
Z2lssssa.tickeks Eor Ind Harch HEDIAEYAL BRHQUET
{Hol Total{£20 cach]..ccaeses- i
A}.....tickets for Z6th Hay WESTERHLMAM OUTIHG
{Hal Totall{El? 50 caclh)}..c0aq.-
We will boarxd the coach at

{a) GUILDFORD PARE ROAD CAR PARK
(b} WNOETH STREET opp LIBEARY
IFlease tick (a) pxr (b))
FPlease send Lhls Eorm wilth your chegue to
Harjorle Williams [Hon Sec)
20 Shalford Road, GulldEerd, GU4 BBL

Cheque payable to FRIEHDE OF GUILDFORD HUSEUH
OHLY OHE CHEQUE REQUIRED TGO COVER ALL EVEHTS

ENCLOSED CHEQUE FUR  Biwws epuicps Eor tickels
cequestbed above.

HAME . o cvevsmwssns +au

ADDHESS . . - o a . - - L T T i e FEr e om s s
Tel HO v srvaerasnnasnsanmnna
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