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From the Editor

Welcome to the first of our Newsletlers for 1937,
Detalls of outings and events are encloced In a separate sheet but a briaf
mention of them Ie Included on page B for completaness. An interesting
seres of leciures at Shatford organised by the Sumey Archaeclogical
Soclely are mentionad on page 6 and advance notlce of two futune
events are ghven on the back page.

| have thoroughly enjoved the 'PH of History' displays from
axcavations in Tunsgate. The dieplay le changed abowt every two
monihs and will be continuing thioughout the year. H you am not a megular
vishor to thase displays then do try and pop Into the Muteum next time
you are in town. The exhiblt ks held in 1he cabinet 2t the foot of 1he stalrs
leading to the neadiework and foys.

b would aksa fke to draw your atlention to the exhibliions 10 be
held at Saker's mentloned on page 11. Salter's Is only Two minutes from
ihe Museum. i you are not quile cerfain whaere & iz, then go along Quamy
e {8 Bhlots 1 4000 50 YRrts e o Ve e ob 3 e

sz a ya on tha left, it has a n door
wikh the rumber 13 ¥ % e
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Page 2

Message from our Chairman

Dear Friends:-
A New Yaar |s upon us once

more and with this thought In mind | know you
wouid llke to Joln me In showing our appreclation
to Marjorle Willlams In particular, tor all the hard
work sha does for us, far bayand the call of duty.
She and all the Coemmittes have worked so hard
to make sure that wa have had and will continue
to have for the foreseeable future a very exciting
and varled Programme of Events for us io
pursue, they have been well supported and we
hopa the future programme will continue In thls
valn,

We are stlil bullding up on Membership and
look forward to not only seeing all our old friends
but new one's too in the New Year to coms.

My very bast wishes for the New Yaar to the
Commlttes and all the friends - nelther of which
could do withaut the other.

Sinceraly

Elizabeth Cobbeit,
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A Chat from our Secretary

Qur one hundred and sixty members have givan invaluable
support to the Guildford Mussum. Apart from the financial
halp, details of which are given in the treasurst's report, they
have snabled the splendid mediasval Undercroft t= be open
to the public an three aftemccns a week from the April to the
end of Geptarnber. They have also provided stewards for tha
Museum's apecial exhibitions.

A very varied programme of activitles was arranged for
them by the committes :- in June, Ann Watson gave a very
interasting guided tour of the ancisnt Ockham Church and
this was followed by a superb tea party with lashings of
Welsh cakes - given by Councilior Jennifer Powell In her
lovaly garden.

The Mussumn Curator, Matthew Alexander, arranged two
moat enjoyable events; in July a preview of his exhibition
"Georgian Gulldford® and in August a Victorian Croguet
Party. (Neadlsss o say he was dressed in the appropriate
period for both of thess.) In Saptember, Ron Shettls gave a
tatk at the Guildhall "The Borough Goes to Blazes”, a most
maaterly and antertaining history of fire fighting In Guildford.

In October, members enjoyed a hilarious "Quiz/Chesse and
Wine Evening". The winning team members wera sach
awarded a tube of "Smarties” and sveryons siss pressnted
with a "Jelly Baby",

Cur thanks are due o all those who have helped to make
thase svents enjoyable and especially to thank Dersk
Somner for his help in not only posters and tickets but also
update to membaership registars.

"The Friends of the Guildford Mussum Association” is
indesd fortunate in having two such distinguished and
supportiva leadsrs in their Chairman and Vice-Chairman
Honaorary Aldermen, Elizabsth Cobbett and Bill Bellerby.

My ovis HAlGirmr,
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Curator's Corner

THE HEREFORD CHAIR

In the cholr of Hereford Cathedral stands an ancient wooden
chair, Apart from the board that forma the seal, it is mada antirely
of urnad lengths of cak, now almost black with age. It was no doubt
mada on a pole-lathe In a woodland clearing, for the finish is rather
reugh. Neverihelsss the dasign is intricate and has been carried cut
with great skill. Its slgnificance, though, [isa in the Romanesgue
arcading along the front. If this was the contemporary style when it
was madas, then we would sxpect a date befare the last quarier of
the 12th century, If this s a0, then this chair is the cldast piece of

wooden furniture in England.

Thara |8 a tradiion at Hersford that
the chalr weaa used by King Stephen
{1136 - 1154 ) when he visited the
cathedral. Such loecal traditiona ars
rarely reliable, in my experlence, but
there would have 1o bs some spscial
reascn why an otherwlse
undistinguished chair should be
preserved in a cathedral church. Such
furned chairs are well documentad from
the later Middle Ages and well Inte
post-mediasval times - In fact, the siyle
was revived and elaborated in tha last

cantury in Wales for tha bardic chaira of the Eisteddfod
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schalars have accordingly argued s later date for the Hereford
=hair, but | cannct ses that the carefully-carved Rermnaneagua
arcade would have been a normal styla after ¢.1175.

| much like the replica of this chair as part of the furnishing
of the undercroft - with an eye to the possibility of moving it to
tha GCastla keep at some future tfims. The chair would
zompiemant the copy of the Sioke d'Abernon chest we
already have. | am very grateful to the Friend's for the
opportunity to acquire this replica: something we couldn'i
stherwise afford.

Matthew Alexander Curator. Guifdford Mussun.

AL Shatford Village Hall on the following Tusaday Evarings.

Bk Ape 1987 Wincmile and YWabenmille Eenneth Gt
164k Aprll 1087 Smaller Houses ind Dwalings Craargm Howard

P Agwrll 1007 Graaler Housos Mige Barloar

Bvh Apell 1007 ChviirGhes in the Lancecape Rlchard Mords

Bth May 19297 Farms and thak Buddngs Annateile Hughas

13h May 1097 Village Indusitios Pl Tarplne
mm Furher Infermation from Masjoris Willame % 01483 569794

£15 for afl ke ischieras

Page &

Money Matlers

The Frisnds' financas ars in a haalthy paaifion, We have pald
John Brearley for the materials he ia uaing to carve the Haraford
Chair and have promised o pay him the remainder due whan the
work is completed. We hope that Matthew will allow us o attach a
plague fo the chalr whan it arfves o indicaie that it has been
provided with the help of the Frienda.

Apart frarn membership subscriptions our main source of income
has come from the Guided Walks which are ac much snjoyed by
visliors b Guildford and by the verious bodies which cama to laam
something of cur history, Membership ia increasing seadily and at
the time of writing, totals 161. Lt us hope that by tha tima ofthe
AGM in May, we will have brought the number up ko 200

The British Asacclation of Friands of Mussurms, known & its
friends aa BAFM, recommendsd that we should insure curselves
against all sorts of uniely posaibiktias and this wa have dene. Your
Commitiee fait that this was an esseniial precaution in thess ltigious

timas.
Lasty, | should like o thank Marjorie Williams for the wondarful

axample she has set to us all We are hoping that at lsast soms of
the load will be lifled from har shouldera during the next year.
Tow Prgrr  Hon, Tredsrer,

To becoime & mambar of the Friends of Guildiond Museum, please ssnd a
cheque with 1he appropriato subscription 1o Mr T.C. Bryers, Friends of
Gulidford Muzeum, 2 Southbury, Lawn Road, Gulldiord, GUZ2 5DD.
{Bubccription rates for 19987 Individual 25:  Famlly £10: Under
188 2

Corporate £25: Individual Life £100:
{Pledes make cheques payable to FRIENDS OF GQUILDFORD MUSELRM
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Mo 241k Fobruary ;—
OFEN EVEMING & o
GUILDFORD MUBELM §
uwt limmi uvp - Froo

T.30pm

PPV O
s Mok Ao A

Wed Fih May 1097

Aun S61h January 215
-VISIT
P to HORZLEY TOWERS

Hold Curnt

Hat 10ah Apell 1907

FUND AAISING COFFEE . Coach irip fo
\’m o & BRING and BUY BALE Emmmmw
at the Undsrorolt ;NS LHo0N Thnalm £1.0
10,30 10 12,30 st
V'.HVVV?\'H J“:V WWVVV\IN
Baokings for this

N, 230pm. 1sl unn 1957

TOUR of CHILWORTH
GLUNPOWDER WORAKS
by Prof & Mre Crockor
Tickads B In advanos

Evoning private view of TLUDOR
Enhitition
dth July 1997

VA

Annual Gendeal Mosling

Bpen. biay 204, {097
! al thee {50 bl heall

B N - Al ey
Further detalfs from Hon, Sac, M jods Wiliems 20, Bhalerd Fosd,
Gushcord, GL4 BRL

T 01483-560794 {Evanings)
Clraguos payebls 1o "The Fiends of Guiliford Museun”

Page 8

Surrey Young Archaeologists Ciub

The Autupn programnms of the elub bagan in Saptember with "Honting Maghe®. This
v A shudy of Prehdstosic art and the posalbie usas of hunting masks. The Junsars
mede A copy of tho antlor mask from Star Cwmr, and then ome of thelr man design, for
which prizas wers dwarded. Tha Bandors alsa looked atf the art of Prhistory, b ales
hud & practical sossion on classifing fiimts, using matersl Irom the asaur's
o Bk

i Cotobor, thors mas a domonsiration of natunil dyeing with Hoather &id Hillery. The
YACE had an oppodurly to e drs mabedef, arned about the poasbiiss of notile,
mader, snow bamies, and Indige as dyos, and iholr offect on dfferent metedals,

tetiurgd el e preinde,

in Mevomber Steve Dyer  and Jule Wismaen lod e sessions on the Cocks Forn

Bxcavition. This wis & uboful sxenciss In axplaining what happans to the secavebed
materlabs and what ars he lebesl bdoas about the she. The Y ACs weno also romindsd

sbond thair good foruno (n bolng ablo te bo part of suoh e oscaration,

Dacamber |a usually a Bghl Feertsd ssssion. This yoar the YADS mado ineditional
Chrisimas Crafts. Wo aleo hope that somo of tho Sondors wilf be ablo ko gitend the
anfual Ob sy bchies of e Bockely of Al lguectss in Burington Howssa.

Mombarship remalne yory hoathy |, and wo are  ploased Thad ey Aee membars
anfoy tanoeugh ba ecamrsnd B b |reir frismds

Our Mamiberehlp Secrotary, Kathiosn Hoodham, has regratiuly declded to reslgn.
Buwe and | have appracisted her abllty to rmeks sanes of our somatimes cryptio nobes,
hor thomughnoss in onsurng ihat the Club mne smociihy bobhind (he soonos, and har
wefling good hurmaur. We wish hes veell in her new houss and mast eapaclally hor
Y (PO,

Chrigtine Hardman.

For further dotalk about the Club confact Sue Roggera or
Christine Hardmon at the AMuseum
Tol No (07483 444752}
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RESEARCH ON GUILDFORD CASTLE KEEP

Some of the Friends already know that | have, perhaps in a
rather foolhardy way, embarked on atudying part-ime for a
Ph.D. on the histery of Guildlerd Gaatis. | am registered at the
Linivarsity of Reading, where ! undartock an M.A. in
Mediasval Studies, alsc part-time. As my raw material, i.s, the
castle, is here | do not need to go to Reading very often and
fertunately the resaarch fits in well with my other work.

AL preasnt | am concentrating on the kessp. Surprisingly
lithe has been done on the keap (or any part of the castle) so
| am »larting at & very basic level by studying the fabric
carefully. we do not even know when the kKesp was built,
though |t must have bean some time in the 12th century. It is
important to sstablish the date if possible a0 that | can link it in
to other events in natienal and local history, and with other
buildings both lecally and more generally. Unfertunataly, the
keep ia very plain, with |ittle architectural detail that could dats
it closely. The only exception to thia is an L-ahaped room in
ihe thicknesa of the wall, at the socuth-west comer of the first
floor. At present it is not accessible to the public but can be
viewad over an iren railing. Tha bast preserved part is here,
but the mere important part was round the corner criginally,
This would have been the chapel of the keep; parhaps the only
chapel at firat, though by the 13th century there were two
others. The outer wall of the chapel, and the ante-chapel at
right angles to it, was deccrated with blind arcading.This was
always completely gone in the chapal, having besan destroyed
oy a tudor style window, but snough survives to show that it

did run aleng this scuth wall.
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The [nner wall of both parts of the wall has alse bsan
much disturbad and it ia not possibla at present to say
whether there was any arcading on this face. The main
surviving stratch ia the weat wall of the ante-chagel. Here
wara four arcades, with five whola or partial capitals to the
dividing columns, each with a different deaign. It is thess
dasigns which are likely to be the anly method of dating the
keaap closely. | am locking for paraliels, without success ao
far, and have enlisted tha heip of the country’s top expert on
Rormanesque aculpiure. | am sagearly awalting his opinion as |
hopa that it will narrow down the date of the keep. The
genaral style of the keep could be anywhere betwesn c.1120
= 1180, but we nesd & much more precise date and | hope
that | will ind it before long.

Mary Alexandear

EXHIBITIONS AT SALTER'S
RICHES FROM THE EARTH
MAN and Ihe GECLOGEY of SURREY
14th o 22nd March 1997

Tudar Exhibition

28th June o 1.2th July 1997




Border Ware

Cne of our tasks lor 1957 is 1o calalogue over one hindred boxes of
potlery In preparalion for our summer exhibliion - The Tudor Kichen'.
The pottery comes from excavallons underaken by formar Gulldiord
Museum curator Feilk Hofling, al Famborotsgh Hll on the Sumey/Hants
border and 5 evidance for a fiourlehing pottery Industry spanning
several huncred yeare from Ihe 1ate mediaeval 1o poat-maediasval imes.

H was the clay beds of the Sumey/Hanlz borders which encouraged
potters to the area; the pockets of coarse chy could be dug without
payment H the potter was 2 Freeholder of Cove and clay 1or finer work
was avallable from the clayph at Famham Park . On oM maps of the
area Claycart Road chows (he roule 1aken when fransporing 1he olay
trem Famham to the cke at Farmborough. The oiber eseential rmw
maalerials for producing potiery wae also readiy avallabie - turf for fidng
the kiine wae 1aken trom Cove Common and Frimley, and imber could
ako be found locally The potiery, known as Border ware was well-made
whh a cholce of efiher 2 red or white clay body. It was decorated in
grean, yellow or brown glaze and came In a range of forme Inchuding
parmingers, skilete, drinking mugs, platters, ltanged bowls, pipkine and
money boxes and whislles. The famous fine white , green-glazed Tudor
Green' was made at Famborough

Curing the 17h century the Bomder ware Industry was omne of he
principle suppllers of good quallty household potiery 1o Lendon and
souln-east England, and of conelderable Impartance to the sconomy of
the region. Poltery from Famborough HIll would have besn ucad in the
Wtchans of Windsor, Baging House and Hamplon Court Palace.

Untll the early 18th century the Sumey/Hants bordar poteres
produced arcund 83% of Londor's household pottery bul tha rise of 1he
Staffordshire pottertes and the taste for Ewopean tn-glazed wares
forced this imponant local industry Imo dacinge Examples of Border Ware
can be ssen I e Museum's archasclogy gallary, bt for a maone
comprehenshe display dont forget 10 vieht Satters later In the year.

Sus Roggems
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JANE AUSTEN

| am sure soma of you ara Jane Austen fana and no doubt
snjoyed Pridé and Prejudice, and Persuasion on televiaion
or may even have sean Sense and Senslbility or Emma at
the Pictures. What you may not have realisaed is that Jane
Austen often fravalled through Guiidford and knew the area
well, Jane's father had a wealthy cousin Thomas Knight who
tived at Godmersham in Kant Thomas' son virtually adoptad
Jane's brother Edward and made him heir to the Knight
fortunes on condition that Edward changed his surnams io
Knight. Edward not surprisingly did sc in 1812 and hence
sacurad himaall a comfcriable life style but nevertheless did
not farget his family. Se Godmersham was one of the
places that Jane knew and the routa to it from her home at
Chawion nemr Alton took her through Guildlord. Jane was
born at Steventon near Basingatoke, the seventh of aeight
children.At the age of twenty five the family moved to Bath.
When her fathar died in 1806 they moved to Bouthampton
and then to Chawton in 1809 where Edward provided a
houss for them. Her novels took har cften to London on
busineas and she stayad thare at her brother Henry's house
in Sloane Streat Her godiather was Mr Cocke the vicar of
Great Bookham. Mr Cooke had married a cousin of Jana's
Mother.All these places wers reached through Guildferd.
Although this was the hey day of coaching, with a coach
passing through ihe town every half hour Jane almoast
certainly fravelled in a private coach probably supplied by
her brether Hanry who was & Bankar.

Jane was a prolific letter writer and it from her latiers that
wa laarn of her travela. She wrote many letters to her siater
Cassandra, chatty lettars much in the siyle that we today

Page 13



convarse over the telephone. On the ninstsenth of May
1813 Mias Ayaten =sats out from Chawton at about aix thirty
in the morning to travel to London. The following day she
writes a leiter to her sister Cassandra. She had travelled
the pravious day In a curricle which ia a two whaeled
carriaga with probably two horses abreast pulling. [t starta
in a charming way with the typical banter that one might
gxpact between sisters.This is what she 2ays;-

My dear Cassandra,

Befora | say anything olse, | claim a paper full of
Halfpance on the Drawingroom Mantlepiace. | put them
thera mysalf and forgot to bring them with me.- | cannot
say that | have yet been in any distress lor money, but |
chuse to have my due as well as the Devil.-How lucky wa
wars In our weather yeaterday! This wet morning makes
cne more sensible of i, we had no rain of any
consequence. The head of the curricle was put up thres or
four times, but our share of the showsrs was very trifling,
though they seemed to be haavy all round us, when we
wera on the Hogs-back, and | fancied [t might than ba
raining ao hard at Chawton as to make you fesl for us a0
much meore than we dessrved. Three and a quartsr hours
took us to Gulldferd, whera wa stayved barely two hours,
and had only just time anough far all we had to do  there:
that is,mating & long comfortable breakfast, watching the
carriages, paying Mr Harington, and taking a lithe stroll
aftarwards. From soma views which that stroll gave us, |
think mast highly of the siuation of Guildford. We wanted
all our brothars and sisters tc be standing with us in the
bowling green, and looking towards Horaham...| was very
lucky in my gloves, got them at the firat shop | went to,
though | want inte it rather bacauas it was near than
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because it looked at all like a glove shop and gave only four
Shilllnga fer them;-upon hearing which, everybody at
Chawton will ba hoping and predicting that they cannot be
good for anything, and thair worth certainly remains to be
provad but | think they fook very well.-We left Guiidfard at
twenty minutes before fwelve [ | hops somsbody carea for
thess minutias), and were at Esher In about two hours
mere. | was very much pleased with

the country in general. Betwesn Guildford and Ripley |
thought it particularly pretly, alse about Painshill, and
averywhere eise; and from a Mr Epicer's grounda at Eshaer
which we walked intc befors cur dinner, the views were
beautiful.! cannot say what wa did not ses, but | should
think that there could not bs a wood, or a meadow, or
palace, or a remarkable spot in England that was not
apread out before us on one zide or the other. Claremont i
going to be sold: a Mr Ellia has |t now. |t |3 a house that
ssema never io have prospared.
At three we wera dining upon veal cutlets and cald ham, all
vary good, and aftar dinner we walked forward to be
overtaken at the coachman's time, and befors he did
overtake us we wers very near Kingaton.-| fancy it waa
about half past six when we reached this hause - a twelva
hours' businesa and the horses did not appemr more than
reasonably tired. | was very tired too, and very glad to get
te bad aarly, but am quite well teday. Upon the whola it was
an sxcellent journey and very thoroughly enjoyed by me;
the weather was delightful the greateat part of the day.
Henry found it too warm, and talked of it being close
somatimes, but to my capacity it was perfection. | never
saw the country from the Hogs-back soc advantagecusly...
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} am very anug with the front drawing -ream all to mysell,
and would not say "Thank you" for any campanion but you.
The quieinsss of it does me good.- Henry and | are
disposed to wondar that the Guildford road should not be
oftener preferrad to the Bagahott, it |a not longer, haa
much more beauly and net mors hills.- IF | were Charles, |
should chusa it; and having him in ocur thoughts wa made
enguiries at Eaher as to thelr posting distances.. - From
Guildford to Esher 14 miles, from Esher to Hyde Park
corner 16 - which makes [t saxaclly the same as from

Bagshett te H.P. corner, changing ai Bedfont, 49 milea
altogether, each way.-

11 &m gratelyl io MrJohn Burgess for drawing my altentlen Yo this loler -
Ed.)

------ =

Makes a note in your Diary

A1at Augusl 1097 Hislorlcal end Archasslegleal Tour of River Woy
trom Qulidferd te Gedalming - led by Stove Dyor

18ih Boptembar {907 Talk an Guikdlord's Pollos Foros

by Rlohard Ford

1th Octabsr 1997 Qlz Everilng
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